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Week of May 27, 1991 


LABOR DEPARTMENT RELEASES REPORT 
ON ALTERNATIVE SCHOOL PROGRAM 


WASHINGTON -- "A Guide to High School Redirection," a report 
released by the U.S. Department of Labor, provides an in-depth look 
at an alternative high school in Brooklyn, N.Y. The school serves 
a highly at-risk group of students--those who have had serious 
problems in other schools, and many who have previously dropped 
out. 


High School Redirection provides students with the personal 
attention and individual encouragement they did not receive at 
large city high schools. A smaller enrollment and more informal 
atmosphere, Redirection promotes such concepts as family groups 
within the school. It is particularly effective in serving youth 
who enter the school reading at very low grade levels. 


"High School Redirection is committed to giving students a 
second chance," said Labor Secretary Lynn Martin. "Students who 
drop out of school can't possibly compete for good jobs in today 
labor's market. By addressing the needs of dropout-prone youth, 
alternative schools provide another approach to preparing youth for 
long-term employability." 


The Department of Labor is currently providing grant funds to 
replicate High School Redirection in seven other cities across the 
nation. Over the past three years, schools in Cincinnati, Denver, 
Detroit, Los Angeles, Newark, N. J., Stockton, Calif., and Wichita 
have been established. 


High School Redirection and the replication sites address the 
dropout and potential dropout problems that account for a large 
share of long-term unemployment among youth living in poverty. In 
the economically disadvantaged population, roughly 60 percent of 
out-of-school, non-college, long-term unemployed youth are high 
school dropouts. 


A special feature of High School Redirection is its STAR 
program for students who enter the school reading below the sixth 
grade level. Roughly one-fourth of its students are enrolled in 
this intensive reading program where students stay with the same 
teacher for five periods every day and concentrate on reading 
development. 


Started in 1968 as an academic component of the Department of 
Labor's Neighborhood Youth Corps, High School Redirection 
eventually was incorporated into the New York City public school 
system. It is now one of a number of alternative schools operated 
by the New York City Board of Education, staffed by public school 
teachers and offering high school diplomas. 
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Copies of "A Guide to High School Redirection" are available 
from the Department of Labor, Employment and Training 
Administration, Office of Strategic Planning and _ Policy 
Development, 200 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210, 
(202) 535-0682. 


# # # 





Week of May 27, 1991 


STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND _ UNEMPLOYMENT: MARCH 1991 


Unemployment rates were higher than a year earlier in 44 
states and the District of Columbia, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor. fThe national 
unemployment rate for all civilian workers rose from 5.4 to 7.1 
percent over this period (not seasonally adjusted). Employment on 
nonfarm payrolls was lower than a year earlier in 19 states and the 
District of Columbia. 


Because the data for individual states and areas are not 
seasonally adjusted, comparisons in this release are limited to 
changes from the same month a year earlier. Over-the-month 
comparisons may be affected by seasonal changes and thus could 
present a misleading picture of underlying economic trends. 


Unemployment 


Twenty-nine states reported over-the-year increases in their 
unemployment rate of 1 percentage point or more. The largest 
jump--4.4 percentage points--took place in Massachusetts, while 
Maine, Michigan, and Montana all registered increases of more than 
3 percentage points. No state reported an unemployment rate 
decrease of 1 percentage point or more. 


Nine states had March 1991 unemployment rates of 8 percent or 
above, compared with only one a year earlier. Michigan (11.0 
percent) and Massachusetts and West Virginia (both 10.3 percent) 
had the highest unemployment rates. In contrast, seven states had 
jobless rates of 5 percent or below in March 1991, down from 17 
states a year earlier. Hawaii (2.6 percent) and Nebraska (2.8 
percent) continued to have the lowest jobless rates in the nation, 
as they had since July 1989. 


Of the 271 metropolitan areas for which March data are 
available, 177 had over-the-year increases of 1 percentage point or 
more in their unemployment rates. A total of 66 areas registered 
March 1991 rates of 8 percent or higher, while 62 had rates of 5 
percent or below. The highest March 1991 rates were in 
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (19.8 percent), Flint, Mich. (17.2 
percent), Modesto, Calif. (17.1 percent), and Fall River 
and New Bedford, Mass. (both 16.3 percent). The lowest rates were 
registered in Lincoln, Neb., and Iowa City, Iowa (both 2.0 percent) 
and in Honolulu, Hawaii (2.3 percent). 


-more- 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas 
{Percent} 
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Table 3. Unemployment rates by state and selected metropolitan areas-Continued 
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Week of May 27, 1991 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--April 1991 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers (CPI-U) rose 0.1 percent before seasonal adjustment in 
April to a level of 135.2(1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. For the 
12-month period ended in April, the CPI-U increased 4.9 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI-W) rose 0.2 percent in April prior to seasonal 
adjustment. The April 1991 CPI-W level of 133.3 was 4.7 percent 
higher than the index in April 1990. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent in 
April, following a 0.1 percent decline in March. The index for 
energy continued to decrease, but by substantially less than in 
each of the preceding 3 months. Declines in prices for fuel oil, 
natural gas, and electricity more than offset the first increase in 
gasoline prices since November. Food prices rose 0.7 percent in 


April, largely as a result of a 7.1 percent increase in the index 
for fresh fruits and vegetables. Excluding food and energy, the 
CPI-U rose 0.2 percent, following a 0.1 percent increase in March 
and much larger increases earlier this year. After registering 
substantial advances in the first 2 months of the year, the indexes 
for apparel and upkeep and lodging while out of town each declined 
for the second consecutive month. A sharp drop in airline fares 
within the transportation component also helped to offset large 


increases in the indexes for entertainment and other goods and 
services. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners 
and Clerical Workers rose 0.3 percent in April. 


# # # 
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REVISED BOOKLET, “WORKING SAFELY WITH 
VIDEO DISPLAY TERMINALS," NOW AVAILABLE 


WASHINGTON -- A revision of the booklet "Working Safely with 
Video Display Terminals," is now available from the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 


The booklet points out common stressors caused by use of video 
display terminals (VDTs), their related health effects and their 
means of prevention. Topics include eyestrain, fatigue and 
musculoskeletal problems, and radiation. 


Some of the interventions employers can implement to reduce or 
prevent harmful effects associated with VDT use identified in the 
booklet are lighting, work station compatibility and design, and 
VDT design. 


OSHA programs and services covered in the booklet are state 
programs, consultation services, and safety and health program 
management guidelines. 


An addition to the 18-page booklet with this revision is a 
state consultation project directory. 


A single, free copy of the booklet (OSHA 3092) can be obtained 
by mailing a request and a self-addressed label to the OSHA 
Publications Office, Room N3101, U.S. Department of Labor, 
Washington, D.C. 20210 or to the nearest OSHA regional or area 
office. 


OSHA offices are listed in the U.S. Government section of the 
telephone directory under the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. P. 


The first labor day parade was held in New York City in 1882 
under the auspices of the Central Labor Union on September 5. 
This initiated the practice of celebrating a "labor day," 
according to "Labor Firsts in America," a publication by the U.S. 
Labor Department. 


’ * ¢ ¢ 


The first May Day demonstration was held in 1886 as 
approximately 340,000 workers rallied for an eight-hour day in 
various cities. Beginning in 1890, such demonstrations became 
annual events, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a 
publication by the U.S. Labor Department. 


# # # # 
The first state law establishing Labor Day as a holiday was 


passed in 1887 in Oregon. Similar legislation was passed in 
Colorado and New York later that year, according to "Labor Firsts 


in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
' * © 4 


In 1894, federal legislation designating Labor Day as a 
national holiday was passed, according to "Labor Firsts in 
America," a publication of the U.S. Labor Department. 








